Going away to school—
an insurance perspective

Does our homeowners policy
cover our son or daughter

while away at college?
According to the ISO Homeowners Policy
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Besides establishing accurate values for these
items and insuring their full value without
limitation, this will broaden the events that
are covered and eliminate deductibles.

Considering the widespread use of social
media, your children should be covered for
liability they incur due to oral or written
material that libels someone or violates
their right of privacy. This kind of liability
is included in “personal injury” coverage,
generally available as an endorsement to the
homeowners policy.

Is there anything else we
should do?

Have your collegiate take a careful inventory
of everything they are taking with them,
including make, model and serial numbers,
where applicable.

It also would be a good idea to invest in
locks where appropriate (laptops) to further
protect their belongings.

Don’t forget to let the insurance company
know if your child is away at school more
than 100 miles from home without custody
of an insured vehicle, because you may be
eligible for an auto insurance discount.

Lastly, have them call home often.
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