Certificates of insurance

What is a certificate of
insurance and what can it do?

A certificate of insurance is a document
that summarizes the terms, conditions and
duration of an insurance contract, but it is
not the contract itself. The certificate shows
what type of insurance is in place at the time
it is requested. It does not tell you what is
in place a month from now or a year from
now. This is why it is commonly referred to
as a “point in time” or a “snapshot in time”
document. It was originally created to serve
as an outline of coverages in place and was
used in lieu of producing the entire policy
for review.
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STATE OF NEW YORK
INSURANCE DEPARTMENT
25 BEAVER STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10013

Circular Lette
Jan

TO: All New York State licensed producers, property/casual
City, State and Municipal Agencies and other Public Auth

Corporations

RE: The Use of Certificates of Insurance as Evi
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