Do | need a separate insurance

for my boat?

Is my boat covered under my
homeowners policy or do |
need a separate policy?

Most homeowners policies provide liability
insurance for smaller motorboats with
outboard motors of 25 horsepower or less
and for sailboats under 26-feet long. There
typically is $1,500 coverage for damage to
the boat for specified perils. However, theft
and windstorm are limited and sinking is
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What type of policy is best?

Boat owners are well served by a policy
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ntent higher than .08 percent. State laws
apply for boaters in waters within state
geographical boundaries.

What is the law in
New Jersey?

Under New Jersey law, operators of boats

insurance

® provisions

: d
other property on tl'és‘i?;spars "

* permissive users o@e boat;

which are motor powered and/or 12 feet
or more in length (regardless of their
power source), who have a blood alcohol

etween .08 percent and

to operate a boat on New Jersey waters

for one year, the privilege of operating a
motor vehicle in the state for three months
and face a $250-$400 fine. Those with a
blood alcohol level of .10 percent or higher,
face the loss of right to operate a boat on
New Jersey waters for one year and the
privilege of operating a motor vehicle in
New Jersey for seven to 12 months and a

fine of $300-$500.

Penalties for second offenders include loss of
boating and motor vehicle driving privileges
in the state for two years, the performance of
community service for a period of 30 days,
imprisonment for 48 hours to 90 days and a

fine of $500-$1,000.

Third or subsequent offenders can receive
imprisonment for 180 days, the loss of
boating and motor vehicle driving privileges
in New Jersey for 10 years and a fine of
$1,000. The violation also will show up

on your driving record which could have a
negative affect on your personal auto policy.
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